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aint Peter
Feast Day June 29 (with St. Paul)

i

Peter and Paul are giants, of the Church. Both are apostles. Peter was very likely a middie-
aged man when Jesus called him. He was a fisherman from Bethsaida, a village near the
Lake of Galilee. Perhaps he was part of a fisherman's co-op with his brother Andrew and
friends James and John. At any rate, Andrew introduced Peter o Jesus. Jesus said, “You
are Simon son of John; you are to be called Cephas, meaning Rock.”

During the three years the aposiles lived with Jesus, Peter showed definite signs of
leadership. He was often the spokesman for the group. When Jesus asked, "Who do you say
l'am?” Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” It was Peter who
objected 1o Jesus' stating that he was on his way to Jerusalem to suffer and die. Peter is
mentioned 195 times in the New Testament. He appears lovable, impetuous, practical, and

someiimes weak under pressure. Jesus loved him dearly, even afier Peter denied knowing
him during the passion. ’

Peter became the leader in the sarly Chursh. According to the Acis of the Apostles, he was
the first to preach on Pentecost. He arranged for the selection of Matthias to repiace Judas.
He worked the first public miracle: curing the lame man at the temple gate. He welcomed the

first person who was not Jewish into the Church. People thought just his shadow passing by
would cure them. :

Peter was imprisoned three or four times. Finally, in Rome, he was sentenced to death by
crucifixion. Out of respect for his Master, Jesus, he asked the guard to fasten him to the
cross upside down. He was buried in an old Roman cemetery, probably where the basilica of

St. Peter is today. He is called the “Prince of the Apostles.” Two letters in the Bible are said
o be his.
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Directions: Caretfully connect tha dots to make o picture.
Then choose words from the word bank o complete the
sentences. Color the picture.
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Jesys leader - follow }
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Jesus fold Peter io : him.

Petfer was a good friend o

Peter became the of Jesus’ people.
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